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Emily Butcher is sworn in as Treasurer by District’s Dennis Weston  George & Isabel presented “Best Newsletter” by Les & Diane Griffith    
 

EMILY BUTCHER NEW CHAPTER TREASURER  
Emily Butcher stepped to assist Chapter I and replace 
outgoing Chapter Treasurer, Joe & Cindy Hayes, by 
becoming its newest Treasurer effective September 2011 
   

VETERANS DAY RIDE TO FORT McHENRY, MD    
Chapter I’s annual Vet Day Run in November is being 
planned to visit Fort McHenry  in Baltimore with dinner 
at a great location.  Sign up and let’s have a great Day!  
 

FAREWELL PARTY SET FOR 24 SEPTEMBER:   
Chapter Treasurer, Joe & Cindy Hayes, are moving to 
California and have one more party in them for VA-I 
and that’s a Farewell/ Pool party on 24 Sep.  See flyer in 
this issue & let’s all come out to thanks & goodbye.  
 

CHAPTER I WINS 2 ND “Best Newsletter” AWARD:  
George Craddock & Isabel, newsletter Editor, return to 
duty &  accept the District’s  “Best Newsletter” Award 
on behalf of the chapter 2 months in a row.   

 CHAPTER ALL SET FOR RITV 6-9 OCTOBER:  
“Theme Baskets” are ready; Field events are set and 
Chrome money saved as Rally in the Valley comes 
closer. Get Motel room reserved, sign up for Dinner ride 
, to help with Field Events and to make ride to Kimball 
HS.  Check for a Group ride to Salem at Sep meeting.    
 

VA-I PLANS OCTOBER FALL LEAF RIDE:  
This year the plan is to go see the leaves and answer an 
invite from former VA-I members, Hank & Jean 
Brandenburg to picnic at their home in West Virginia. 
 

CHAPTER B CAPTURES DISTRICT PLAQUE:   
 
Tom & Cathy present 
District Plaque to Bob & 
Ann Lutton of Chapter B 
from Virginia Beach 
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From the Chapter Director:  

 September 2011 

Hello Chapter I! 
Well another month has gone by quickly & 

the summer is in the rear view mirror already! 
 

August brought us a couple of exciting 
events – the biggest earthquake in 100 years for 
Virginia.  We hope that the shaking didn’t break 
any family heirlooms or breakable favorite 
knickknacks.  Then this excitement was quickly 
followed by the threat of a hurricane striking our 
area and the entire central/northern east coast.  As 
I’m sure you are aware, this weather event caused 
us to cancel our Chapter Long Tour plans to the 
Philadelphia area.  As well, the District folks had to 
cancel the All Chapters Picnic this year.  So 
August wasn’t very kind to us and our planned 
motorcycle activities and events this year. 

 

The remainder of this year has a lot of 
events in store for us.  We’re still planning on a 
thank you and going away party for Joe & Cindy 
Hayes – we’ve finally decided on a date – Saturday 
evening, September 24th at 6:30PM at Joe & 
Cindy’s home.  Check out the flyer with this 
newsletter.   

 

Columbus Day Weekend in October is 
once again the Annual Virginia District – Rally in 
the Valley in Salem, Virginia.  The Chapter 
tradition continues again this year with a Chapter 
Dinner at the Home Place Thursday night.   Please 
let us know and sign up for this event if you’re 
planning to attend the rally. 

 

 We’re also planning a Chapter Ride to 
Kimball, WV  to deliver the dictionaries to the 
school kids there on Friday morning, October 7th 

while we’re all in the area at Rally in the Valley.  
More details on this will follow in an email.  Please 
join us for a nice ride to Kimball, WV.   

We also have members of our Chapter 
participating in a skit Friday evening – “Dennis the 
Menace.”  Come watch the fun as our Chapter 
competes against other chapters in skits that recall 
nostalgic television shows from the past.  There’s 
also a pumpkin carving contest for all of you 
pumpkin artists to compete in.  On Saturday 
morning, our Chapter will once again run the field 
events.  We need lots of help so please sign up and 
plan to help us for a couple of hours on Saturday 
morning.  Lastly, our Chapter is participating in a 
fund raising event that benefits both our Chapter 
and the District.  Chapters will be creating “theme 
baskets” which will be auctioned off during the 
Rally.    This is a 50/50 auction where proceeds 
from each basket are divided between the Chapter 
providing the basket and the District.  Chapter I will 
be doing two baskets – one with Virginia Lottery 
tickets and one with pet goodies and supplies.  
We’re asking that each member contribute $10 
toward purchasing items for this fund raiser.  Please 
donate at our Chapter Gathering in September.  
There are many other activities & events planned 
for the weekend Rally.  Check out the  agenda on 
District website at www.gwrrava.org.   

 

We’re also planning a Fall Leaf Ride, 
picnic, and visit to the West Virginia home of some 
past members – Hank & Jean Brandenburg in 
later October.   

 

November brings our annual Veterans Day 
Ride & we’re going to try to use the spring plans 
we had to go to Fort McHenry  in Baltimore.   

 

So for the next couple of months, we have 
quite a few events planned.  We hope Mother 
Nature will cooperate with us this fall.  We’re 
looking for  help from our members for upcoming 
events.  We also need ideas for after meeting rides.  
If you have an idea for a Sunday afternoon ride after 
our Chapter meeting, please send me an email, and 
we’ll look into it.  You don’t have to lead the ride – 
unless you want to.  We also need volunteers to 
plan and setup the annual Chapter Christmas 
Party in December and our annual Chapter 
Anniversary Party in January 2012 (already!).  
Please try to find time to help out with these events.  
Take care and ride safe! 
Tom & Kathy DeWispelaere, Chapter Directors 
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CHAPTER I “WINGS OF BULL RUN”  STAFF   

Chapter Director        Tom & Kathy DeWispelaere       
703-361-3373 or           tjdewisp@yahoo.com /  
703-593-2392 (cell)      kadewisp@yahoo.com  
                                                                                             
Asst. Chap. Director   Jerry & Deborah Keys                   
703-791-2337          jskeagle@comcast.net     
                                                                                                
Chapter Treasurer     Emily Butcher           
703-257-7082           here_is_m@yahoo.com 
                                
Chapter Educator       Jeff  Sterling                          
703-631-7233               Jeff_Sterling@hotmail.com        
 
Member Ehancement Princess Isabel  
301-567-3630           princess_issy@yahoo.com 
 
Plaque Attack Coord  Pat Hasiak 
703- 624-4171          vadd@comcast.net 
                                    
Long Tour Coord.      Jim Sharkey 
703-754-9399                jimsharkey711@yahoo.com 
 
Charity Coord            Deb Sterling                         
703-631-7233                Dsterl@hotmail.com  
 
Newsletter Editor/       George Craddock  
WebMasters        
301-520-9804 (cell)       hondase2000@yahoo.com 
 

VA-I COY 2011            Jim Sharkey & Leslie 
McAlexander         703-754-9399                

jimsharkey711@yahoo.com 
 
 

VA-I  Special  Occasions  
HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

Isabel Gray    02 September 
Leo MacDonald   04 September 
MacKenzie Goguet   04 September 
James Peterson   13 September 
Joey Cox    16 September 
Sam Goodwin   21 September 
Dani Karl    21 September 
Jackie Crawford   23 September 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

Bob & Judy Sturm   29 September 

 
 
 

LaQuinta Inn 
140 Sheraton Drive 
Salem, VA 24153 
(540) 562-2717 

 

Rally in the Valley - October 6, 7 & 8 
Ann Peterson has a block of rooms reserved under her 
credit card.  Please call down and get your room, transfer 
to your credit card, and receive your confirmation. 
 

METHOD OF GUARANTEEING ROOMS:        
Use your own credit card 
 

CUT-OFF DEADLINE: 9/15/2011 – rooms 
not reserved and transferred will be released. 
 

Price - $95.20 including tax 
 

There are 6 Kings – 4 Doubles (give your 
preference when calling, also on this sheet) 
 

NAMES  PHONE #CONFIRMATION 
Ann & Jim Peterson 703-583-1655 King - 66318 (no 
smoking)  
Deb & Jeff Sterling 703-631-7233 King – 66319 (no 
smoking)  
Nick & Teresa Knox   Double 
 
If you have any questions, please call me or Deb Sterling. 
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THE TREASURER GOODIE BAG  
Items you can purchase from your Chapter Treasurer.        
GWRRA ITEMS FOR SALE  _____PRICE: 
10" Griffin - Black/Gold    12.00  
10" Griffin - Red/White   10.00  
4" Griffin - Black/Gold                       5.00  
4" Griffin - Red/White                            4.50 
Bolo tie - Black/Gold                          6.00  
Bolo tie - Red White                        6.00  
Bolo tie - Griffin                      7.00  
Slides - Griffin - Black/Gold                   8.00  
Slides - Griffin - Red                       8.00 
GWRRA Checkbook Cover     7.50  
GWRRA Association Pin - Black/Gold          3.00 
GWRRA 25th Anniversary Pin     4.50 
GWRRA 20th Anniversary Pin            2.00 
Legion Patch/Pin     4.50 
2" Iron on - Red/Black                          2.25  
3" Iron on - Red/Black                              2.50  
4" Right Static Black/Gold                            1.00  
10" Helmet - Black/Gold                    12.00  
10" Helmet - Red/White                              9.00  
10" GWRRA - Black/Gold Rocker                           3.50  
5" GWRRA -  Red/White Rocker                           2.00 
10" Life Member                     15.00 
9" Helmet only (back)   12.50 
4" Helmet pocket - Black/Gold                        5.00 
4" Helmet pocket - Red/White                          3.50 
4" Right or Left Sticker - Red                          1.00  
2” Left or Right, Red/White only Decal      .75 
4” Left or Right (static), Black/Gold Decal    1.00 
4” Left or Right (static), Red/White Decal    1.00 
4” Left or Right Sticker, Red     1.00 
Virginia GWRRA                        5.00  
Region "N"                      5.00 
Year Bars '91-'98, '00-'02, '04-'0                     2.00  
COY Headpin        4.50 
COY Hangar Bar     2.75 
CHAPTER "I"  ITEMS FOR SALE   PRICE   
Wings Of  Bull Run Patch                          5.00 
Chapter "I" - Black/Gold Rocker                         10.00 
Manassas VA - Black/Gold Rocker                        10.00  
Chapter "I" - Red/White Rocker                           5.00 
Manassas VA - Red/White Rocker                           5.00  
VA Visit-A-Chapter Headpin                           4.50 
Chapter "I" Visitation Bars                          2.00 
Chapter "I" Annual Poker Run Headpin       5.00 
Chapter "I" Veterans Run Headpin           5.00 
Chapter "I" Annual Charity Event Headpin         5.00 
Chapter “I” Baseball Cap – Red/Black     8.00 
Wings of Bull Run Flag   10.00 
Bull Run Raider Headpin (Plaque Attack)             5.00 
Rally In The Valley Headpin                          5.00  
Wingless Weekend Headpin                          5.00 
US Flag Lapel Pin                           1.00  
US Flags - small (antennae)      1.50 
Wings On Parade Headpin           5.00  
Helmet Lapel pin - Left          3.00  
Helmet Lapel pin - Right          3.00 
Earrings/dangle – Black/Gold or Red/White     7.95 
Earrings/post - Red/White or Black/Gold               5.00 
Scarves - Red - Small            7.00  
Scarves - Red - Medium                        8.00  
Scarves - Red - Large                        9.00 
Scarves - Red - X-Large                       11.00 
Vest clips/Helmet - Black/Gold or Red/White      10.00 
 

Prices subject to change without notice – Not all items 
are in stock.  If there is an item you are interested in, let 
CD or Treasurer know and we will look into it.   As of  
01/01/09)     Emily Butcher   

GWRRA PASSPORT PROGRAM 

The Passport Program is geared to encourage the 
Members of GWRRA to ride their motorcycles more to 

GWRRA events, 
rallies, Chapter 
gatherings, etc. 
 

The Passport 
books have 64 
pages, with 4 
spaces on each 
page, for 
Members to get 
stamps/initials for 
each place they 
visit. GWRRA is 
providing this 
special website for 
this Program. 
http://www.gwrr
a.org/passport.ht

ml 
 

To capture those 
special travel 
moments, use this 
Passport when 
you go to 
GWRRA events 
like Wing Ding, 
the Trikes & 
Bikes Rally, your 
Region or District 
rally, or a seminar 

or OCP, etc. At each event (at any GWRRA booth), the 
Chapter Director, District Director or Region Director 
will apply a special stamp or initials (one per event) to 
recognize your attendance. 
 

After completing the entire Passport, send it to the Home 
Office by July 31, 2012, for a chance to win a prize and 
have your name placed on this page. The winners will be 
chosen randomly from all entrants. 
 

Paul Hildebrand, GWRRA's founder, states that “I am 
looking forward to seeing this Passport Program bring 
riding and camaraderie back to the forefront of 
GWRRA!”  A special thank you to our sponsors for 
making this Program possible 
 

Come on Chapter I Riders and Co-Riders!!!  Let’s get 
riding and fill up this passport book!!!  Please remember 
to put this in your motorcycle trunk and get it signed or 
stamped at every GWRRA event!!! 
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Riding with the Chapter Educator 

 September 2011 
 

Take a Position 
 

 Ok, maybe confrontation isn’t your 
thing, and I’m not suggesting that you 
consider becoming testy in any way, but 
sooner or later you will have to take a 
position on something.  Now that I have 
your attention, I’m really talking about 
taking a position on the road while traveling 
to the Virginia District rally. 
 

 Next month Chapter I will once again 
ride to Salem Virginia, and I’m willing to 
bet that at least a part of your trip will 
involve riding a major highway such as 
Interstate 81.  We all know that I-81 is often 
travelled by heavy trucks.  These eighteen 
wheeled vehicles often carry as much as 
eighty thousand pounds of cargo and sit high 
off of the ground.  Not exactly a recipe for 
truckers to see other vehicles with short 
wheel bases, such as motorcycles or 
stopping quickly if you’re out in front and 
hit your breaks hard, and I haven’t 
mentioned the added stress of having to ride 
a congested highway.  Motorcyclists have 
no choice but to ride carefully and be seen. 
 

 Don’t forget to stay out of blind spots.  
Your position relative to other vehicles is 
vitally important to being noticed.  Make 
sure that you ride where the other drivers 
can see you easily in their rear view mirrors.  
A personal recommendation: stay well away 
from any heavy truck, or vehicle carrying 

something that can fly off the back and 
obstruct your path of travel.  All too often 
people are injured by not allowing enough 
space between other cars and trucks, and 
heavy trucks frequently lose a tread when 
that recap tire overheats. 
 

 Needless to say, lane position is 
important when trying to remain visible.  
Adjust your path of travel to ensure you’re 
noticed by others on the road.  Light colored 
clothing can help with being noticed as well. 
 

 Consider riding in a group to make 
you more noticeable.  Several bikes grouped 
together and riding in a courteous fashion 
always stands out on the road and attracts 
attention.  Important thing is to make sure 
other drivers are aware of your presence.   
 

 Lastly, use your common sense and 
years of experience to ensure that you 
survive the trip without incident.  See and be 
seen and take your time getting there.  
Rushing to make it to the rally or return 
home can cause you to become fixated on 
getting there and make you lose focus on 
arriving safely.  Each year people are injured 
because they forgot to take the time to enjoy 
the ride and remain aware of their 
surroundings.  Remember your two, four, 
and twelve second following distances and 
ride with an additional margin of safety if 
circumstances call for it.  No shortcut or 
lack of situational awareness is worth 
getting injured because you’re in a hurry.  
Take the position of maintaining a safety 
margin and ride within your limits.  Don’t 
become a statistic.  Ride safe, I’ll see you at 
the Rally. 
 
Jeff Sterling    Chapter Educator 
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CHAPTER COUPLE CHRONICLES  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jim Sharkey & Leslie McAlexander 
 

Hey, Everybody! 
 
The past month was pretty busy for us, although--can 
you believe this?--not on the Wing. On August 6, Jim 
and I flew out to Montana, on a different type of wing, 
to visit his father, Cecil, and his companion, Betty.  The 
outgoing trip was plagued with some last-minute 
adjustments by the airline, which included an 
unexpected overnight in Denver, so we arrived a day 
later than planned.  We flew into Missoula where Cecil 
and Betty were there to greet us and when we walked out 
of the airport, I instantly understood why it is called Big 
Sky Country!  Oh my!  
 

My first exposure to Montana's topography was that 80-
mile drive from the Missoula airport to Jim's hometown, 
Philipsburg, and boy, was I in awe. And in pain!  The 
sky there is not only huge, it is bright!  Thinner air with 
no pollution to filter out the rays.  It even seemed overly 
bright to me indoors so we later had to make a special 
trip out to get me some sunglasses because the 
brightness was becoming painful. Ouch! 

 
Jim with Dad, Cecil Sharkey  

We spent most of the week at Cecil and Betty's home 
and touring the Philipsburg area features, my favorite 
being Cecil's personal tour of nearby  
Granite, a ghost town of an old silver mining 
community some 2,000 feet higher than and overlooking 

Philipsburg.  Cecil himself worked that life for decades 
and is an expert on the local history. 

 
Granite Ghost Town  

On two occasions we encountered other tourists who, 
when realizing our Cecil had worked in Granite, asked 
him question upon question about how it was back in the 
day.  Cecil was delighted to oblige and we all gave him 
our full attention as he relayed the history and 
community and union workers life for us. Fascinating.  
 
We made several trips into Anaconda and drove through 
Butte--crossing the Continental Divide--to visit Jim's 
brother, Rick, in Whitehall.  Rick had gathered up a 
slew of other relatives and hosted a BBQ for us and after 
lunch sent us off for a little fun on his ATV.  Jim 
definitely likes two wheels better. So do I. 

 
View of Georgetown Lake from 7,000 feet 

One sad element of the Montana trip was seeing 
firsthand the alarming magnitude of the Pine Bark 
Beetle infestation, which I learned is so widespread that 
it includes all of the mountain states, and beyond.  We 
drove past acre after acre, for miles and miles, of pine 
forest containing at least thirty percent of dead and dying 
pine.  Apparently the Forest Service is not able to 
address the problem with any success and we are going 
to watch this problem grow far worse in the near future. 
Being an avid tree lover, this has made me quite sad. 
  
We had quite a lovely surprise while we were in 
Philipsburg. Check out the photo below and see if you 
can identify who dropped in on us all the way out there 
in Montana.... 
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Ken and Georgey Meet us in Montana!  

 

 
 
 
 

That's right... Ken and Georgey Siadak! They were 
doing a four-week, cross-country ride to the west coast 
and planned their return through Montana so they could 
hook up with us right there at Cecil's home. How great is 
that? We went out to dinner and did a lot of catching up 
on their adventures. What fun! But then, aren't the 
Siadaks always fun?  :o) 
 
Before I wrap up on Montana, I wanted to say a word 
about Altitude Sickness (aka Acute Mountain 
Sickness).  Having grown up out there, it did not affect 
Jim at all, but I did experience several of the symptoms 
and they grew cumulatively worse, not better, the longer 
we were there.  The last two days were pretty bad for 
me. I am going to write a separate article about this for 
inclusion in a future newsletter but, in the meantime, if 
you are planning a trip to a much higher elevation, 
please research this condition prior to going, unlike I 
did, and you can prevent some of the symptoms. 
Philipsburg is a mile high, and on two different 
occasions we spent time at elevations of 7,000 feet. The 
vistas from up there are like nothing you could ever 
imagine if you have never ventured out of these southern 
states. Breathtakingly beautiful . But do educate 
yourself on this mile-high illness before you start your 
ascent and you'll know how to be okay. 
 
About the Chapter I Long Tour  to Philadelphia... As 
you know, we had to cancel because of the impending 
Irene hurricane. (The All Chapters Picnic, scheduled for 
that weekend, was also cancelled due to Irene.) We don't 
know yet if we will reschedule this ride, but we will tuck 
it away for a future opportunity. Tom and Jim made a 
good call to cancel, in light of the severity of Irene's 
impact in Pennsylvania, so a big thank you to both of 
them for putting first the safety of our group and making 
that very wise decision. And many thanks to Jim 
Sharkey for the months of research and logistical 
planning he did for that ride. You da' Bomb, Jim. Thank 
you! 

 

I am sad to report that following our ride to Knoxville 
for Wing Ding, I did not get on the bike again for eight 
weeks. What? What??? That's right. Life got busy. So, to 
make up for it, Jim and I hopped on Dream on Sunday, 
September 4, and headed alone to Harper's Ferry , 
West Virginia, for what was the best ride of the summer. 
At least in my humble opinion. 356 miles of zero 
interstate, riding by dozens of Northern Virginia horse 
ranches, cow pastures, rolling hills and along mountain 
twisties. It was overcast much of the day, but we stayed 
dry and enjoyed the route tremendously. A wonderful, 
and much-needed, little escape for us both. And you 
know what? I never once pulled out the camera. That's 
right. Mizz Photo Hound decided to enjoy the sheer 
pleasure of the ride itself for a change. Ahhhh. 
 

The next day, Labor Day, we joined a group of our Red 
Knights friends for a 122-mile country ride through 
Hanover (Studley Road) and New Kent Counties (New 
Kent Highway) to Williamsburg  for lunch at TGI 
Fridays.  We were running from a storm all day and 
succeed in staying dry, thanks to the radar app we have 
on our Droid phones. Some of you may know that the 
New Kent area was the hardest hit by Hurricane Irene 
and I have to tell you that we saw no fewer than nine 
Dominion Power, Verizon, and other out-of-state power 
company crews working on downed lines through 
Hanover and New Kent. They were out there in droves. 
Kudos to all the Dominion linemen and those from the 
seven other states that came in to help us here in 
Virginia. They did an incredible job. 
 

Jim wanted me to mention that we actually had to break 
out the on-board First Aid Kit on that ride to 
Williamsburg. Sure did. No, no one dropped their bike 
or rode into a guardrail or anything like that. But upon 
pulling away from a road stop where some of those 
linemen were pulling a cable across the road, we 
apparently went through a swarm of bees that had been 
disturbed by the linemen's work. One woman had a bee 
go up into the sleeve of her jacket and stung her, not 
once, but several times, and another fella had one get in 
his helmet and sting him on the ear. Yikes! Jim's kit 
happened to have both a sting ointment and an 
antibacterial so he was able to give both of them a little 
relief. Yea! I will close this little aside by saying that I 
certainly hope we never need to provide any first aid 
more serious than that. Agree? 
~ Leslie Mc   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Okay, Everybody…Let’s Ride! 
Jim Sharkey & Leslie McAlexander 

Chapter VA-I Manassas 
 2011 COY 
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Charity Corner –  

September 2011  

Debbie Sterling 

 
Thanks to all who donated school 
supplies and funds for dictionaries 
for Kimball Elementary School in 
Kimball, WV. 
Together we collected $600.00 
!!!!!   What a team !!!!!!!! 

There are 300 children in that school 
who are very appreciative of the 
opportunity to have these things. If 
you have more supplies to donate, 
please bring them to Sundays 
Chapter meeting. If you have 
something to be picked up, please 
call me and I’ll come get what you 
have ! 
 

School days, school days 
Dear old golden rule days; 
Reading and writing and rithmatic’ 
Taught to the tune of a hickory stick ! 
You were my bashful, barefoot beau 
You were my gal in calico, 
You said in my ear “I love you so”…. 
When we were a couple of kids ! 
 
Deb Sterling-Charity Coordinator 
Chapter I-Virginia 
dsterl@hotmail.com 
703.631.7233 

 

Noise from the Backseat  

 September 2011   
 

�
Quick refresher course now 
that school is back in session… 
*co-rider proper riding gear is 
just as important 
*put a coat of wax on your 
helmet 
*check your helmet liner and 
microphone 
*need new fall or winter boots 
? 
*check your first aid kit 
*rain gear !!!!!! 
*hard candy in case of low 
blood sugar 
*personal information update 
w/ list of 
  medications, insurance info 
and cell #’s 
RIDE SAFE YALL ! HAPPY 
AUTUMN TO ALL ! 
 
���������	
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Motorcycle Seatbelts? 
From Visordown.com, March 2011 

 
 
Yep, you read it right. Honda is working on a system of seatbelts for motorcycles. 
Seems crazy, but it looks like a serious project from the patents Honda has filed for the system. 
Designed for bikes like the Goldwing, where the rider won't be hanging off or moving around 
much in the seat, the belt arrangement is designed to make sure an airbag can work more and to 
reduce the chances of injuries, particularly in the sort of accident where the bike comes to a 
sudden halt. 
However, the firm has recognized that in a lot of accidents it's better to be away from the bike 
rather than attached to it, so it's new seatbelt system also has elements of ejector seat in the mix. 
When the computer senses that the bike is irretrievably tipping over it releases the entire seat, 
with the rider still attached, and inflates an airbag backrest. The idea is that having ejected, you 
slide down the road in a sitting position, with the seat betwixt your hide and the asphalt. Sort of 
extreme tobogganing. 
And no, it's not April 1 just yet. 
To be fair, when bike airbags were first mooted the idea seemed mad, and they've worked out 
pretty well on the Goldwing even if the idea hasn't spread elsewhere yet. Perhaps with enough 
development this could turn out to be a real safety boon. But we don't suggest you throw out 
your leathers just yet. 
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2011 Monthly Activity Rides 
 

The following Chapter members have signed up to coordinate the Chapter I monthly Activity 
Ride.   
 
·  Please provide the details of your event to the Chapter Director 60 days prior to the event.    
·  Details include event name/type, event location, event date, departure time, event start time 

and the cost (if any).  A flyer for your event would be perfect to include in the Chapter 
newsletter. 

·  Your contact phone number (preferably a cell phone number) 
·  All important information you feel is necessary 
 
All group departures will be from the Target Shopping Center Parking Lot, Route 28 
South, Manassas, VA 
 
 
MARCH  – 13th  Gayle & Bruce Babcock – Riverside Dinner Theatre 3/13/11 matinee show 
 
APRIL  – 16th Jerry & Deb Keys – MHRC Chili Cook-off Dinner/Dance  4/16 
 
MAY  – 15th  Steve & Michelle Eddington – Ride to Fort McHenry, Baltimore, MD. 
 
JUNE – 18th Bryan & Evelyn Russell – Leesylvania State Park, Woodbridge, VA.  
 
JULY  – 24th Paul & Becky Sheffield – Rafting/tubing in West Virginia 
 
AUGUST –  Jim Sharkey & Leslie McAlexander –  Annual Long Tour 
 
SEPTEMBER –  Cindy & Joe Hayes - TBA 
 
OCTOBER –  Jeff & Deb Sterling – Ghost Train, Gettysburg, PA 
 
NOVEMBER  –  Jim Sharkey & Leslie McAlexander – Veteran’s Day Ride 
 
DECEMBER –  Paul & Becky Sheffield – Riverside Dinner Theater (White Christmas 

Show) 
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GWRRA NATIONAL, REGIONAL & DISTRICT  NEWS  

GWRRA NATIONAL  NEWS  
 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association Announces Wing Ding 2012 in 
Fort Wayne, IN! 

\  

Phoenix, Arizona, July 11, 2011– The Gold Wing Road Riders Association (GWRRA) will 
hold its 34th  annual Wing Ding at the Allen County War Memorial Coliseum in Fort Wayne, 

Indiana, in July 2012 . Wing Ding, the world’s largest Gold Wing tradeshow and 
“family reunion,” will open on July 4th  and run through July 7th , 2012. The theme for this 

international convention will be 
 “FUN IN THE FORT!”   

�

 
 

REGION N NEWS  
Region N Traveling Plaque is now located: 

 

VA-B 
Buffet City  

3877 Holland Rd. #416 
Virginia Beach, VA  

Chapter Director 
Bob & Ann Lutton mailto:b.lutton@verizon.net  CHAPTER SOCIAL  

Wednesday  
September 14th, 2011 

6:00 pm  

REGION N NEWSLTR FOR SEPTEMBER AVAILABLE     The September 2011 edition of the GWRRA 
Region N Newsletter "Appalachian Gazette" is available for your reading pleasure at: http://www.region-
n.org/Region-Gazette/Newsletter_September_2011.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 

VIRGINIA DISTRICT NEWS   
 
CHAPTER VA-O HAS PRIMARY EVENT 20 AUGUST  - Chapter VA-O (Williamsburg) has scheduled 
their Primary Event, an annual “Casino Picnic.  See flyer in this issue.  
 
DISTRICT HAS PRIMARY EVENT 27 AUGUST  – Virginia District’s “All-Chapters Picnic will be  at 
White Banks Park, 5501 Conduit RoadMoose Lane in Colonial, from 9:00am to 3:00pm.  See Flyer. 

CHAPTER BI GRABS DISTRICT PLAQUE FROM VIRGINIA CHAP TER I ON 14 AUGUST -  
Congratulations to members of VA-B for pursuing the Virginia District Plaque and being successful in its capture.  
The Plaque will be available on 14 September at their next meeting at Buffet City, Holland Rd, Virgnia Beach, 
VA 

VA DISTRICT TIMES FOR SEPTEMBER 2011 IS AVAILABLE:  - The September 2011 edition of the 
GWRRA Virginia District Times is available on the District Website.  To find out what's going on around 
GWRRA Virginia, check it out at http://www.gwrrava.org/newsletters/distnews0911.pdf 

. 
�
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Memorial Poker Run and Picnic 

 

To benefit the Children's Ward at NIH 
 

                           Sponsored by GWRRA Virgi nia Chapter A 
 

Saturday, Sept. 17th 
Manassas Honda 

9105 Mathis Ave, Manassas, VA 
Awards 

and Prizes Registration: 9 - 10:30 am 
              Cost: $10 per person (pre-registered)         Ride the Run... 

aDoor Prizes!          $12 per person (on-site)       ...Play Some 
      Ends with a picnic at        Games... 

Game Prizes!         James S. Long Park         ...And Don't Forget 
                                                                a4603 James Madison Hwy (US-15)     The Grub! 
50/50!          Haymarket, VA 20169  
Cash Awards for 
Best Poker Hands! 
And Lots of Fun! 

    Picnic opens at 12:30pm  Check our website for 
updates and contacts: 
http://www.gwrravaa.org 

GWRRA Chapter VA -A Poker Run Registration Form 
I/we agree to abide by the ideas governing this event. Futher, I/we agree to hold harmless GWRRA Chapter VA-A or any property 

owner for loss, damage, or injury to self or property which I/we may become involved by reason of participation in this event. 
Mail pre-registrations to: 

Chapter A Poker Run 
c/o Patrick Gallagher 
8608 Cherry Valley Lane 
Alexandria, VA 22309-2124 
Rider: ___________________________________________________________ 
Co-Rider: _________________________________________________________ 
Address: _________________________________________________________ 
Attending (#) ________ x $ __________ Phone: __________________ Chapter/Club: __________________________ 

Rider: ___________________________ Date: ___________ Co-rider: ___________________________ Date: _________�
� 
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Rally - In – The – Valley 

�
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Rally in the Valley Theme Baskets

Pet Supplies

Theme baskets are being put together
and will be auctioned off at Rally in the Valley

October 6, 7, & 8, 2011.
50% of the proceeds go to the District –
50% of the proceeds go to the Chapter

Virginia Lottery Tickets

Chapter members are asked to donate $10 to be used to purchase
Items to be included in each basket.
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New Sponsor – new local membership benefits! 
 

Manassas Honda, Kawasaki, and Suzuki has agreed to sponsor our 
Chapter by purchasing the first year GWRRA membership for anyone 
who purchases a new Honda Motorcycle (any model) from them. 
   
 
Buyers of Gold Wings will get an individual membership, and buyers of 
any other motorcycle will get an individual associate membership. 
 
 
The bigger news is that all current members of GWRRA Chapter I can 
show their membership card, and receive a 20% discount on parts, 
apparel, and accessories (service/labor is not included). 
 
 

Visit their store at 9105 Mathis Avenue in Manassas, VA,  
or see their website at www.manassashonda.com 
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      Fauquier County's  largest selection of accessories  and apparel 
                  Summer Hours: Mon-Thu 9a-6p, Fri 9a-7p, Sat 9a-5p 
Winter Hours: Tue-Thu 9a-6p, Fri 9a-7p, Sat 9a-5p ( Closed Monday (JAN & FEB))  

Call us and ask for Larry (General Manager) or Rick 
(Sales Manager). Located in beautiful Warrenton 
Virginia, we are only 30 miles outside of Washington 
D.C. We have 2006 and 2007 HONDA & YAMAHA 
Motorcycles, ATV's, and Scooters in stock. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As we enter our 60th year in 2007 we at Blalock Cycle pledge to give our customers even more of the  
outstanding service for which we are known. Blalock Cycle will continue to be the home of the "Country  
Deal" and lead the way with customer service, a huge selection of YAMAHA and HONDA aftermarket  
accessories, and of course all the innovative motorcycles, all-terrain vehicles, scooters and now, new  

Side by Side vehicles that HONDA and YAMAHA manufacture. 

    

We have an award winning Service Department staffed  by factory trained Technicians,  
and a full line of parts and accessories. 

Browse through our site and let us know how we can help you.   
www.blalockcycle.com  

  

      


