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   Seven (7) Chapter-I members were among the Virginia graduates from the latest GWRRA Officer Certification Program  on 30-31 Jul 11 
 

VA-I MEMBERS ATTEND GWRRA OCP CLASS:   
Chapter I was well-represented at the 30-31 July 
weekend Officer training in Burke, VA, as the Virginia 
Leadership Trainers conducted its latest GWRRA crse.  
 

GREAT JULY OUTING - TUBING DOWN RIVER   
Paul & Becky Sheffield led another great “Tubing the 
Shenandoah” adventure on 24 July.  As usual, a great 
time was had on a beautiful sunny day.  See pics inside.  

CHAPTER LONG TOUR SET TO GO 26 AUGUST: 
Set up by COYs, Jim Sharkey & Leslie McAlexander 
for 3 days of riding and touring in Philadelphia.  History 
to be seen and fun things to do.  See Info on pg 10. 
 

CHAPTER I CAPTURES DISTRICT PLAQUE:  
The third time is the charm as a crew from VA-I 
managed to grab the District Plaque on 11 July from 
VA-A and it will be available at their 14 August meet.  
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From the Chapter Director:  

 August 2011 

Hello Chapter I! 
Well, we don’t know about all of you, but for us, 

this has been a very busy month! 
 

It all started with our trip to Wing Ding.  Jim 
Sharkey & Ken Taylor plotted out a great route to 
Knoxville, TN via some stops in North Carolina.  We 
spent the 4th of July in Pigeon Forge, TN, enjoying the 
shows, attractions, and 4th of July events there.  We had a 
great time seeing the dinner show “The Hatfields and 
McCoys.”  Much to McKenzie Goguet’s surprise, they 
served Possum Soup, Barbeque Squirrel, and Fried 
Pigeon (after all it was Pigeon Forge) for our dinner 
there!!!!  The show was great and everyone had a great 
time with the music, fun, and humor.   

 

We also visited the Titanic Museum there in 
Pigeon Forge.  It is the largest collection of Titanic 
artifacts and photographs anywhere (that’s their claim 
anyway…) It was very interesting.   

 

And what trip to the Smokey Mountain region 
would be complete without a visit to the Tail of the 
Dragon!  Kathy and I led a group of rookies and 
seasoned dragon tamers back to Deals Gap for a great 
ride.  Everyone escaped the dragon’s clutches safely and 
enjoyed this special ride.   Lastly, Kathy and I took a 
scenic Helicopter ride over the area.  It was the first 
helicopter ride ever for Kathy.   

 

The rest of the week was spent attending the 
activities, events, and rides at Wing Ding 33!  And like 
everyone there, we spent a fair share of our money on 
chrome, bling, and other motorcycling must haves. 

 

While we were at Wing Ding, we got two pieces 
of good news – The Chapter I Newsletter for June 2011 
again won the Virginia District Newsletter of the Month 
award!!!  Congratulations to George Craddock and 
everyone who contributed articles and pictures for this 
newsletter!!!  Our other good news was that I received an 
offer for a new job while I was there.  I’m a Government 
IT Contractor, and the contract I was working on at DHS 
ended.  I’ll now be working on a new contract at the US 
Veterans Administration, as a Project Manager for 

Identity Management and access control with electronic 
medical records. 

 

Monday evening after our return home, several of 
us attended the Chapter A monthly Social Gathering.  
Chapter A folks captured the District Traveling Plaque 
from Chapter X in Salem on their way to Wing Ding.  So 
Monday night, Stephan, Laura, McKenzie Goguet, Jim 
Hamill, Kathy and I were successful to capture the 
District Plaque from Chapter A!  We’ll have it at our 
August Social Gathering for everyone to see, and likely 
turn it over to the next Chapter who shows up. 

 

Side Note – Ken Taylor’s mom passed away 
mid-July after illness and surgery…  Ken Taylor is our 
Northeastern Virginia Assistant District Director.  Our 
deepest sympathy’s  and we’re sure everyone’s from 
Chapter I, go out to Ken and his family… 

 

Special thanks goes out to Becky and Paul 
Sheffield for the great monthly Chapter event they 
planned for us – Tubing down the Shenandoah River in 
Charlestown, WV on Sunday, July 24th.  We had a total 
of 17 folks attend.  The morning was kind of cloudy and 
overcast, but still extremely warm.  The river water was 
very warm – almost like a bath.  Everyone had a great 
time – we wished more of our Chapter members would 
have been able to join us! 
 

The end of the month brought several of your 
Chapter Officers and interested members to the GWRRA 
Officer Certification Program  (OCP), held in Burke, 
VA.  Jeff Sterling, George Craddock, Isabel Gray, 
Emily Butcher, Gayle Babcock, Kathy and myself 
attended this two-day training.  A new GWRRA 
requirement is that all officers attend this important 
training, and it is also open for all members to attend so 
that everyone is aware of how GWRRA is set up and run 
– from Chapter operations all the way to International 
operations, everything is covered. 

 

Speaking of new officers, Emily Butcher has 
agreed to step up and take over the Chapter Treasurer 
position since Joe & Cindy Hayes will soon be leaving 
us.  Emily will be sworn into the Treasurer position at our 
August meeting and transition into her responsibilities 
over the next 30 days.  Please welcome and thank Emily 
for agreeing to take on this very important position, and 
please don’t forget to give a big thank you to Joe and 
Cindy Hayes for all of the hard work and efforts they 
gave to the chapter over the past many years!  We’re still 
planning a thank you and going away party for Joe and 
Cindy, which will be held as soon as Joe and Cindy have 
a few free moments.  Keep your eyes peeled for an email 
notice for this event. 
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Lastly, there are some upcoming events and activities 

that everyone needs to start thinking about and planning 
for.  There are more details in the attached fliers, but 
here’s a quick summary : 

- Chapter Long Tour to Philadelphia – August 
26-28.  We currently have 24-25 people attending 
this event.  Hotel reservations must be made by 
August 5th. 

- Camp Fantastic Ride – A great event!!!  Monday 
night, August 15th – ride to Front Royal and give 
kids with cancer and other disabilities rides on our 
motorcycles thru the camp area.  Please try to join 
us.  We’re leaving from the Target gathering place 
at 5:30PM sharp. 

- All Chapters Picnic – August 27th. If you don’t 
go on the Chapter Long Tour, try to attend this 
District event and represent Chapter I.  Free food 
(this is for you Lou!), fun, games, and friends. 

- Rally in the Valley – October 6, 7, 8.  Salem, 
VA. 

 

Have a great month Chapter I! 
Stay cool! 
Tom & Kathy DeWispelaere, Chapter Directors 
 

LaQuinta Inn 
140 Sheraton Drive 
Salem, VA 24153 
(540) 562-2717 

 

Rally in the Valley - October 6, 7 & 8 
Ann Peterson has a block of rooms reserved under her 
credit card.  Please call down and get your room, transfer 
to your credit card, and receive your confirmation. 
 

METHOD OF GUARANTEEING ROOMS:        
Use your own credit card 
 

CUT-OFF DEADLINE: 9/15/2011 – rooms not 
reserved and transferred will be released. 
 

Price - $95.20 including tax 
 

There are 6 Kings – 4 Doubles (give your preference 
when calling, also on this sheet) 
 

NAMES  PHONE #CONFIRMATION 
Ann & Jim Peterson 703-583-1655 King - 66318 (no 
smoking)  
Deb & Jeff Sterling 703-631-7233 King – 66319 (no 
smoking)  
Nick & Teresa Knox   Double 
 

If you have any questions, please call me or Deb Sterling. 
CHAPTER I “WINGS OF BULL RUN”  STAFF   

Chapter Director        Tom & Kathy DeWispelaere       
703-361-3373 or           tjdewisp@yahoo.com /  
703-593-2392 (cell)      kadewisp@yahoo.com  
                                                                                             
Asst. Chap. Director   Jerry & Deborah Keys                   
703-791-2337          jskeagle@comcast.net     
                                                                                                
Chapter Treasurer     Joe Hayes           
540-347-0444               joecinhayes@comcast.net 
                                
Chapter Educator       Jeff  Sterling                          
703-631-7233               Jeff_Sterling@hotmail.com        
 
Member Ehancement Princess Isabel  
301-567-3630           princess_issy@yahoo.com 
 
Plaque Attack Coord  Pat Hasiak 
703- 624-4171          vadd@comcast.net 
                                    
Long Tour Coord.      Jim Sharkey 
703-754-9399                jimsharkey711@yahoo.com 
 
Charity Coord            Deb Sterling                         
703-631-7233                Dsterl@hotmail.com  
 
Newsletter Editor/       George Craddock  
WebMasters        
301-520-9804 (cell)       hondase2000@yahoo.com 
 
VA-I COY 2011            Jim Sharkey & Leslie McAlexander         
703-754-9399                jimsharkey711@yahoo.com                  
  
  
 
 
 

VA-I  Special  Occasions  
HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

Art Casoni    02 August 
Phillip Cook    07 August 
Paul Sheffield    09 August 
Kendall Ball    18 August 
Rita Willis    20 August 
Steve Eddington   28 August 
Becky Sheffield   29 August 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

Art & Susan Casoni   07 August 
Leo & Ruthellen MacDonald 19 August 
Kendall & Vickie Ball  22 August 
Jeff & Deb Sterling   24 August 
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PICTURES OF CHAPTER VISITS & EVENTS  

VA-I’ “Captures Virginia Plaque” 

Three times is the charm as VA-I members capture District 
Plaque on 11 July after 2 prior efforts – Now we’re on a roll ! 

VA-I’ “Visits Titanic Replica” 

 
Lou Mitchell, Mary O”Connors, Kathy  Tom DeWisplaer e at Wing Ding 

VA-I’ “Visits Hatfields & McCoys” 

  
Riders visit scene of “Hatfields & the McCoys” while at Wing Ding 

VA-I Officers Attend Training  

 

 

 VA-I Travels to “Wing Ding”   

   
   I’m NOT going through there!            There’s always room for jello 
 

  
 Riders check menus at meal stop          Pack ‘em up and move ‘em out! 
   

 
                           “Tail of the what? 
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  THE TREASURER GOODIE BAG  
Items you can purchase from your Chapter Treasurer.        
GWRRA ITEMS FOR SALE  _____PRICE: 
10" Griffin - Black/Gold    12.00  
10" Griffin - Red/White   10.00  
4" Griffin - Black/Gold                       5.00  
4" Griffin - Red/White                            4.50 
Bolo tie - Black/Gold                          6.00  
Bolo tie - Red White                        6.00  
Bolo tie - Griffin                      7.00  
Slides - Griffin - Black/Gold                   8.00  
Slides - Griffin - Red                       8.00 
GWRRA Checkbook Cover     7.50  
GWRRA Association Pin - Black/Gold          3.00 
GWRRA 25th Anniversary Pin     4.50 
GWRRA 20th Anniversary Pin            2.00 
Legion Patch/Pin     4.50 
2" Iron on - Red/Black                          2.25  
3" Iron on - Red/Black                              2.50  
4" Right Static Black/Gold                            1.00  
10" Helmet - Black/Gold                    12.00  
10" Helmet - Red/White                              9.00  
10" GWRRA - Black/Gold Rocker                           3.50  
5" GWRRA -  Red/White Rocker                           2.00 
10" Life Member                     15.00 
9" Helmet only (back)   12.50 
4" Helmet pocket - Black/Gold                        5.00 
4" Helmet pocket - Red/White                          3.50 
4" Right or Left Sticker - Red                          1.00  
2” Left or Right, Red/White only Decal      .75 
4” Left or Right (static), Black/Gold Decal    1.00 
4” Left or Right (static), Red/White Decal    1.00 
4” Left or Right Sticker, Red     1.00 
Virginia GWRRA                        5.00  
Region "N"                      5.00 
Year Bars '91-'98, '00-'02, '04-'0                     2.00  
COY Headpin        4.50 
COY Hangar Bar     2.75 
CHAPTER "I"  ITEMS FOR SALE   PRICE   
Wings Of  Bull Run Patch                          5.00 
Chapter "I" - Black/Gold Rocker                         10.00 
Manassas VA - Black/Gold Rocker                        10.00  
Chapter "I" - Red/White Rocker                           5.00 
Manassas VA - Red/White Rocker                           5.00  
VA Visit-A-Chapter Headpin                           4.50 
Chapter "I" Visitation Bars                          2.00 
Chapter "I" Annual Poker Run Headpin       5.00 
Chapter "I" Veterans Run Headpin           5.00 
Chapter "I" Annual Charity Event Headpin         5.00 
Chapter “I” Baseball Cap – Red/Black     8.00 
Wings of Bull Run Flag   10.00 
Bull Run Raider Headpin (Plaque Attack)             5.00 
Rally In The Valley Headpin                          5.00  
Wingless Weekend Headpin                          5.00 
US Flag Lapel Pin                           1.00  
US Flags - small (antennae)      1.50 
Wings On Parade Headpin           5.00  
Helmet Lapel pin - Left          3.00  
Helmet Lapel pin - Right          3.00 
Earrings/dangle – Black/Gold or Red/White     7.95 
Earrings/post - Red/White or Black/Gold               5.00 
Scarves - Red - Small            7.00  
Scarves - Red - Medium                        8.00  
Scarves - Red - Large                        9.00 
Scarves - Red - X-Large                       11.00 
Vest clips/Helmet - Black/Gold or Red/White      10.00 
 

Prices subject to change without notice – Not all items 
are in stock.  If there is an item you are interested in, let 
CD or Treasurer know and we will look into it.   As of  
01/01/09)     Joe & Cindy Hayes 540-347-0444   
 

GWRRA PASSPORT PROGRAM 

The Passport Program is geared to encourage the 
Members of GWRRA to ride their motorcycles more to 

GWRRA events, 
rallies, Chapter 
gatherings, etc. 
 

The Passport 
books have 64 
pages, with 4 
spaces on each 
page, for 
Members to get 
stamps/initials for 
each place they 
visit. GWRRA is 
providing this 
special website for 
this Program. 
http://www.gwrr
a.org/passport.ht

ml 
 

To capture those 
special travel 
moments, use this 
Passport when 
you go to 
GWRRA events 
like Wing Ding, 
the Trikes & 
Bikes Rally, your 
Region or District 
rally, or a seminar 

or OCP, etc. At each event (at any GWRRA booth), the 
Chapter Director, District Director or Region Director 
will apply a special stamp or initials (one per event) to 
recognize your attendance. 
 

After completing the entire Passport, send it to the Home 
Office by July 31, 2012, for a chance to win a prize and 
have your name placed on this page. The winners will be 
chosen randomly from all entrants. 
 

Paul Hildebrand, GWRRA's founder, states that “I am 
looking forward to seeing this Passport Program bring 
riding and camaraderie back to the forefront of 
GWRRA!”  A special thank you to our sponsors for 
making this Program possible 
 

Come on Chapter I Riders and Co-Riders!!!  Let’s get 
riding and fill up this passport book!!!  Please remember 
to put this in your motorcycle trunk and get it signed or 
stamped at every GWRRA event!!! 
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Riding with the Chapter Educator 

 August 2011 
 

The Adult Decision 
 

 While working recently I took a break from 
writing a document and looked at CNN.com.  I was 
suffering from writer’s cramp and thought I would 
relieve the condition by looking at something 
different for a few minutes.  There on the front page 
was a link to an article talking about a motorcycle 
accident. 
 
 Naturally I was interested in what happened, 
so I opened it and read it.  Perhaps you saw it too.  
There was a motorcyclist protesting the requirement 
to use a helmet while riding.  The article was a little 
vague with details, but apparently he managed to 
flip over the handlebars and he hit his head on the 
pavement causing his death.  This was indeed a very 
unfortunate accident and according to the article, 
the rider was very experienced.  
 
 After reading the column, I took a look at a 
few of the reader comments.  I usually like to do 
this with many stories because in some cases I get a 
chuckle out of how fast people tend to get off topic 
with some of their remarks, and with what they say.  
This article was on a serious subject however so I 
wanted to see how people responded to what 
happened. 
 
 I was a little struck by the comment from 
one individual in that he talked about how this rider 
made an adult decision regarding his choice of not 
using head gear.  Ok, I can accept the fact that he 
made an adult decision, but I can’t help but wonder 
what he would say now if he could speak.  Would 
he speak about the need to use proper head gear or 
would he make the same choice? 
 

 Recently on late night television Gary 
Busey, the actor, spoke about his motorcycle 
accident back in the 1980s and the fact that he had 
an unnatural hole in his skull that had to be repaired 
as a result of not using a helmet.  While I’m not 
sure if he still rides, he is currently a strong 
advocate of helmet use.  I can’t help but feel that 
this would be the same response the rider in the 
CNN news article might speak of if he was able to 
do so. 
 
 A couple of weeks ago I rode to Gettysburg.  
I like to make one or two trips a year to the 
battlefield and look around for a few hours.  It just 
happened to be the weekend of a large Harley 
Davidson rally in the area, and there were many 
bikes in attendance at the battlefield.  Since many of 
the riders were from Pennsylvania, I particularly 
noticed a significant number not wearing a helmet.  
The really funny part about it is that many of them 
looked at me like I was a freak.  Maybe I am, but I 
think they couldn’t get over the fact that I was fully 
geared up and therefore seemed out of place. 
 
 Motorcycling involves risk.  We all know 
that.  Far too many riders have learned the hard way 
just what that really means.  If they survived an 
accident without protective gear, many learned that 
their recovery took a very long time, in some cases 
years.  Others are still with us, but are unable to do 
anything more that lay in bed.  Think about that! 
 
 Riding a motorcycle is both a serious 
business and a lot of fun.  Make the choice to 
always ride safe with proper protective gear.  Don’t 
adopt the attitude of being invincible to injury 
because none of us are.  Minimize your exposure to 
risk.  Survive to ride another day by wearing proper 
safety equipment.  Years from now you will be glad 
you did. 
 
Jeff Sterling 
Chapter Educator 
 

CHAPTER I 2011 LONG TOUR !! 
FRIDAY 26 AUG TO SUNDAY, 28 AUG 
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.  

CHAPTER COUPLE CHRONICLES  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jim Sharkey & Leslie McAlexander 
 

Hey, Everybody! 
 

Boy do we have a lot to share with you this month so go 
get a nice cold drink, set back in your favorite chair & 
read on. 
 

Wing Ding Rally:   
Started with 8 bikes/trikes and 13 riders:  Us, 

Our CD’s Tom & Shirley  and Stephan & McKenzie 
Goguet along with some folks from VA-A, their CD 
Mary OConner, Juan Valesquez, Wally & June 
Newcomb, Lou Mitchell , and Jim Hendershot & 
Betty Needham.  Ken Taylor, Dianne Poole and Steve 
& Michele Eddington came by to see us off.  Jim is 
thinking that they just weren’t sure that he could get the 
group out of the parking lot without getting lost.  �   
 

Ride down:  We left from Gainesville at 8:00 
AM on Saturday, July 2nd and travelled about 340 miles 
down to Kannapolis, NC for our first stop.  The second 
day (Sunday, July 3rd) we wandered down to Pigeon 
Forge, TN via Chimney Rock, NC, Maggie Valley, NC 
and a little stretch of the Blue Ridge Parkway.  We rode 
around 230 miles this day.  The last 2 miles which took 
us about 30 minutes was hot and miserable in the Pigeon 
Forge traffic.   
 

Family reunion: We left the group Monday 
morning the 4th and headed to Leslie’s family reunion in 
Pulaski, TN (285 miles) where Jim got to meet Leslie’s 
Mom, Step Dad, 5 Sisters, Brother and assorted nieces, 
nephews and extended family members.  Jim enjoyed 
this event and is happy to report that there are no visible 
scars from this encounter.  We left Pulaski Wednesday 
morning (July 6) and headed to Wing Ding in Knoxville 
via the Cherohala Skyway and Deals Gap of course 
(check out the link George put on our website).  We 
particularly enjoyed the Skyway portion of the ride.  We 
finally were able to check into our motel around 8:00 
pm, a long enjoyable day. (247 miles) 

 

Wing Ding:  We popped up bright and early Thursday 
morning (July 7) and met up with some Virginia folks for 
the Secret City Destination ride.  We enjoyed the 
American Museum of Science and Energy in Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee.  When we got back from the ride we 
spent an hour or two in the vendor area before they closed 
it down. 
 

   Afterward we met up with some of our Virginia 
Peeps for dinner at a Texas Road house.  This was 
exciting as we’re dining, we were watching it pour down 
rain and even saw some hail.  Eventually the power even 
went out but that was after we were done eating.  We 
geared up and headed back to the room and managed to 
stay dry.  The most amazing part was the courtesy 
displayed by all the drivers at the intersections where the 
traffic lights were out.  Had this happened here in 
Northern Virginia it would have been everyone for 
themselves.   
 

Friday morning we actually chilled a bit before 
heading over to the rally site.  We arrived around 11:00 
AM and hit the vendors (lots and lots of em).  We 
managed to NOT buy any safety chrome but did pick up 
several articles of riding gear.  Jim was scheduled to give 

the “Night Riding”  Rider Education Seminar in the 
afternoon which went off without a hitch.  Amazingly 
there were 92 folks in attendance.  No rotten tomatoes 
were thrown so Jim feels he did okay.   

 
We would like to share our impressions of Wing Ding 
with you all:   

·  We had heard of parking nightmares along 
with very long waits for the shuttle bus 
(mostly on the first day).  Luckily we were 
always able to park at the rally site itself.  
The police officers in the area did an 
outstanding job of directing traffic and 
helping us find a place to park.   

·  The vendors seemed to have everything you 
would ever need; at least we got everything 
we were looking for. 
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·  Plan your schedule ahead of time so that you 
don’t miss anything you want to see or do.   

·  Plan some day-rides to see the local area. 
·  It was great running into old friends from all 

across the country. 
·  It is always great to see so many Gold 

Wings all in one place.   
 

 Some Wing Ding Statistics:  12,368 delegates, 
458 New Members signed up, Largest District was 
Tennessee, Largest District by percentage Ohio, Larry 
Moore won the 2012 Wing (His choice of color), Grand 
50/20-15-10-5....$3370, $2527, $1685, $842, Hannigan 
Trailer winner Tommy Wilson (who just happens to be 
from Leesburg, Chapter VA-Y .  Here are some previous 
Wing Ding with attendance and location: 
 

 1995 10889 Greenville, SC 
 1996 10779 Madison WI 
 1997 11061 Billings, MT 
 1998 12617 Huntsville, AL 
 1999 12736 Springfield, MO 
 2000 10037 Billings, MT 
 2001 11217 Greenville, SC 
 2002 13471 Fort Wayne In 
 2003 11529 Madison WI 
 2004 8345   Grapevine Tx 
 2005 10249 Fort Wayne In 
 2006 13583 Nashville, TN 
 2007 8892   Billings, MT 
 2008 11264 Greenville, SC 
 2009 9072   Tulsa, OK 
 2010 8280   Des Moines, IA 
 2011 12368 Knoxville, TN 
 

Ride back:  Due to several folks believing they 
had the winning ticket for the Gold Wing give-away, our 
return group was considerably smaller (4 bikes and 7 
people)(Us, Tom & Samantha DeWispelaere, Stephan 
& McKenzie Gouget and Lou Mitchell ).  We left 
Knoxville at 8:00 AM Saturday (9 July) and travelled 
north to Lewisburg, WV for 285 miles.  On Sunday 
Tom gave me a break from leading and led the group 
home via some very nice WV back roads.  We traveled 
262 miles for a total of 1998 miles for our 9 days of 
travelling. 
 

On July 24 we attended the Chapter event for 
August which was a tubing trip near Harper’s Ferry, 
WV.  The list of adventurers includes our CDs Tom and 
Elaine DeWispelaere, Event Hosts Paul and Becky 
Sheffield, Bruce and Gayle Babcock, Jerry and 
Debbie Keys, Chuck and Dani Karl, Bryan and 
Evelyn Russell, and Us.  The sky was a bit overcast 
which kept the sun from baking us and the water was 

warm which resulted in a nice relaxing float down the 
river.  Definitely something we will do again! 
 

As you read this, we are most likely winging 
(not Gold Winging) our way home from a week in 
Montana, The Big Sky Country where we spent a week 
with Jim’s family. 
 

Oh, as an aside, the Virginia District Staff 
positions must be paying a whole lot better than they did 
when I was on the District Staff.  Our District Directors 
Mike and Angie Mitchell are the proud owners of a 
new blue 2012 and here is a picture of Ken Taylor (our 
Assistant District Director) and Dianne Poole with his 
new 2012.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Long Tour (26-28 August) is just around 
the corner and at the writing of this article we have 21 
folks and 10 bikes on our list.  Wait a minute, guess who 
I see on the list!  It’s George Craddock & Isabel Grey.  
If for no other reason, come join us and see their new 
Trike .   

 

Friday evening for those that are interested we 
will be running down to Cape May for their famous flag 
ceremony.  The bus tour is still a go and we are in 
contact with the Chapter Directors from NJ-A and hope 
to have dinner with them and their chapter on Saturday 
night.  Hope you can join us!  However if you are unable 
to join us maybe you can represent VA-I at the All-
Chapter’s Picnic on August 27 in Colonial Beach.  
The All-Chapter’s Picnic is an annual event and is 
always a good time.  Check out the flyer at the end of 
this newsletter. 
 

Note – Some of the pictures in this article are 
complements of  our ACD, Jerry Keys. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Okay, Everybody…Let’s Ride! 
Jim Sharkey & Leslie McAlexander 

Chapter VA-I Manassas 
 2011 COY 
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Charity Corner –  

August 2011  

Debbie Sterling 

 
Paper and pencils, rulers galore… 
erasers and crayons some notebooks 
and more… 
Ink pens, folders and school glue 
And books….. 
it’s back to school time already 
GADZOOKS !!!! 
 
***Reminder that next our school 
supply drive starts Sunday, Aug. 14th 

for Kimball Elementary School in 
Kimball, West Virginia !  
Bring what you’ve collected to the 
Chapter meeting and we’ll package it 
for delivery via UPS, courtesy of a 
very nice, generous and anonymous 
philanthropist!  
 
Thanking all of you in advance for 
what you do for these kids.  
Some of them have nothing to start off 
the school year.  
Thanks to Chapter I, they will! 
 
I am always here to assist you and 
yours! 
 
Deb Sterling-Charity Coordinator 
Chapter I-Virginia 
dsterl@hotmail.com 
703.631.7233 

Noise from the Backseat  

 August 2011   
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LONG TOUR 2011 
PHILADELPHIA , PENNSYLVANIA  

AUGUST 26-28 

 
Long Tour Coordinators 

Jim Sharkey & Leslie McAlexander  
 

Hey, Riders and Co-Riders! 
 
Time for our Long Tour is drawing near so we wanted to 
give you all an update before we head down the road to 
Wing Ding. 
 

First off we had 20 people sign up for this adventure at 
June’s meeting.  If you missed the sign-up roster or have 
since decided you would like to join us please give us a 
heads up so we can keep you in the loop. 
 

The routes are planned 
and mapped.  The route 
out will be about 275 
miles (8 ½ hours) and the 
route back will be about 
240 miles (7 hours).  The 
plan is to stay off the 
interstates as much as 
possible and enjoy the 
area’s back roads. 

 

The motel rooms are blocked.   We have a block of rooms 
at a brand new Fairfield Inn & Suites in Millville, NJ.  To 
make your reservations please call (856)776-2400 and 
ask for the GWRRA, VA-I group rate - $89.00 plus 
tax.  They will be holding these rooms for us until 
Friday, August 5. 
 

We are still waiting on the tour bus company to get back 
to us and as soon as we hear something we will put the 
information out.   
 

In addition to the bus tour of Philadelphia we have loads 
of other fun planned.   

 
The Plan: 
 
Friday:   We will depart from the normal VA-I departure 
point which is the Target on route 28 just south of route 

234.  In an effort to try to 
avoid some of the Friday 
afternoon rush hour we 
would like to be “stands 
up “at 7:00 AM.  We plan 
to make a stop in Amish 
Country for a visit. While 
in Amish country we will 

have to be on our toes to miss all the horse exhaust.  �     
 
Friday evening, for those that are interested, we plan to 
run down to Cape May for an interesting event.  For the 
past 40 years there has been a gentleman honoring our 
vets every evening with the lowering of a veteran’s casket 
flag.  I did a little research on the web and found several 
links concerning this event and it sounded like something 
we would enjoy attending.   
 
Saturday:  In the morning we 
will be running into Philly for 
the bus tour and will probably 
be in the city for the better 
part of the day.  Saturday 
evening we will all get 
together for the traditional 
Long Tour dinner.   
 
Sunday:   We will head home and spend the day enjoying 
the beautiful and scenic countryside. 
 
Bottom line – DON’T MISS THE BUS GUS – come with 
us and enjoy the sights. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to 
contact us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Okay, Everybody… Let’s Ride! 
 

Jim Sharkey & Leslie McAlexander 
Chapter VA-I Manassas 
 Long Tour Coordinators 

jimsharkey711@yahoo.com 
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2011 Monthly Activity Rides 
 

The following Chapter members have signed up to coordinate the Chapter I monthly Activity 
Ride.   
 
·  Please provide the details of your event to the Chapter Director 60 days prior to the event.    
·  Details include event name/type, event location, event date, departure time, event start time 

and the cost (if any).  A flyer for your event would be perfect to include in the Chapter 
newsletter. 

·  Your contact phone number (preferably a cell phone number) 
·  All important information you feel is necessary 
 
All group departures will be from the Target Shopping Center Parking Lot, Route 28 
South, Manassas, VA 
 
 
MARCH  – 13th  Gayle & Bruce Babcock – Riverside Dinner Theatre 3/13/11 matinee show 
 
APRIL  – 16th Jerry & Deb Keys – MHRC Chili Cook-off Dinner/Dance  4/16 
 
MAY  – 15th  Steve & Michelle Eddington – Ride to Fort McHenry, Baltimore, MD. 
 
JUNE – 18th Bryan & Evelyn Russell – Leesylvania State Park, Woodbridge, VA.  
 
JULY  – 24th Paul & Becky Sheffield – Rafting/tubing in West Virginia 
 
AUGUST –  Jim Sharkey & Leslie McAlexander –  Annual Long Tour 
 
SEPTEMBER –  Cindy & Joe Hayes - TBA 
 
OCTOBER –  Jeff & Deb Sterling – Ghost Train, Gettysburg, PA 
 
NOVEMBER  –  Jim Sharkey & Leslie McAlexander – Veteran’s Day Ride 
 
DECEMBER –  Paul & Becky Sheffield – Riverside Dinner Theater (White Christmas 

Show) 
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GWRRA NATIONAL, REGIONAL & DISTRICT  NEWS  

GWRRA NATIONAL  NEWS  
 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association Announces Wing Ding 2012 in 
Fort Wayne, IN! 

\  

Phoenix, Arizona, July 11, 2011– The Gold Wing Road Riders Association (GWRRA) will 
hold its 34th  annual Wing Ding at the Allen County War Memorial Coliseum in Fort Wayne, 

Indiana, in July 2012 . Wing Ding, the world’s largest Gold Wing tradeshow and 
“family reunion,” will open on July 4th  and run through July 7th , 2012. The theme for this 

international convention will be 
 “FUN IN THE FORT!”   

�

 
 

REGION N NEWS  
Region N Traveling Plaque is now located: 

 

VA-Y 
Bertucci's Italian Restaurant 

44042 Pipeline Plaza 
Ashburn, VA  

Chapter Director 
Bill & Susan Rodgers mailto:gwrravaycd@gmail.com  CHAPTER SOCIAL  

Sunday 
August 21st, 2011  

5:00-6:30 pm  

 
REGION N NEWSLTR FOR AUGUST AVAILABLE     The August 2011 edition of the GWRRA Region N 
Newsletter "Appalachian Gazette" is available for your reading pleasure at: http://www.region-n.org/Region-
Gazette/Newsletter_August_2011.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 

VIRGINIA DISTRICT NEWS   
 
CHAPTER VA-O HAS PRIMARY EVENT 20 AUGUST  - Chapter VA-O (Williamsburg) has scheduled 
their Primary Event, an annual “Casino Picnic.  See flyer in this issue.  
 
DISTRICT HAS PRIMARY EVENT 27 AUGUST  – Virginia District’s “All-Chapters Picnic will be  at 
White Banks Park, 5501 Conduit RoadMoose Lane in Colonial, from 9:00am to 3:00pm.  See Flyer. 

CHAPTER I GRABS DISTRICT PLAQUE FROM VIRGINIA CHAPT ER A ON 11 JULY -  
Congratulations to members of VA-I for continuing to pursue the Virginia District Plaque and being successful in 
its capture.  The Plaque will be available on 14 August at their next meeting at Great American Buffet,  Rte 234 off Rte 
66, across from Manassas Mall, Manassas VA.  

VA DISTRICT TIMES FOR AUGUST 2011 IS AVAILABLE:  - The August 2011 edition of the GWRRA 
Virginia District Times is available on the District Website.  To find out what's going on around GWRRA Virginia, 
check it out at http://www.gwrrava.org/newsletters/distnews0811.pdf 
. 
�
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Goldwing Road Riders Association (GWRRA) 
Region N, Chapter VA-O 

Williamsburg Freedom Wings 

                    

 

               Casino Picnic               
   SATURDAY, AUGUST 20, 2011 @ 10:00 AM 

 

NEW QUARTER PARK 
1000 LAKESHEAD DRIVE, WILLIAMSBURG VA 23185 

 

$12 PER PERSON ($10 PRE-REGISTERED) CHILDREN 6YRS & UNDER FREE 
 

 INCLUDES LUNCH AND $1000 TO GET YOU STARTED 
 

CHILDREN’S GAMES AND ENTERTAINMENT TO BE PROVIDED 
 

SPEND YOUR WINNINGS ON AN AUCTION – BID ON GREAT PR IZES 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PRE-REGISTRATION 
 

I, WE AGREE TO HOLD HARMLESS GWRRA VA-O, THE SPONSE RING ORGANIZATION, AND ANY PROPERTY OWNERS FOR ANY LOSS OR 
INJURY TO SELF OR PROPERTY BY REASON OF PARTICIPATI NG IN THIS EVENT 
 
 
RIDER__________________________ _________________ORGANIZATION_____________________CHAPTER_________ 
 
 
CO-RIDER________________________________________ORGANIZATION_____________________CHAPTER_________ 
 
 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO GWRRA VA-O, MAIL TO LYNN SIM ONE, 314 WATSON DR, SMITHFIELD, VA 23430 
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 District All-Chapters Picnic 
�

�
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Memorial Poker Run and Picnic 

 

To benefit the Children's Ward at NIH 
 

                           Sponsored by GWRRA Virgi nia Chapter A 
 

Saturday, Sept. 17th 
Manassas Honda 

9105 Mathis Ave, Manassas, VA 
Awards 

and Prizes Registration: 9 - 10:30 am 
              Cost: $10 per person (pre-registered)         Ride the Run... 

aDoor Prizes!          $12 per person (on-site)       ...Play Some 
      Ends with a picnic at        Games... 

Game Prizes!         James S. Long Park         ...And Don't Forget 
                                                                a4603 James Madison Hwy (US-15)     The Grub! 
50/50!          Haymarket, VA 20169  
Cash Awards for 
Best Poker Hands! 
And Lots of Fun! 

    Picnic opens at 12:30pm  Check our website for 
updates and contacts: 
http://www.gwrravaa.org 

GWRRA Chapter VA -A Poker Run Registration Form 
I/we agree to abide by the ideas governing this event. Futher, I/we agree to hold harmless GWRRA Chapter VA-A or any property 

owner for loss, damage, or injury to self or property which I/we may become involved by reason of participation in this event. 
Mail pre-registrations to: 

Chapter A Poker Run 
c/o Patrick Gallagher 
8608 Cherry Valley Lane 
Alexandria, VA 22309-2124 
Rider: ___________________________________________________________ 
Co-Rider: _________________________________________________________ 
Address: _________________________________________________________ 
Attending (#) ________ x $ __________ Phone: __________________ Chapter/Club: __________________________ 

Rider: ___________________________ Date: ___________ Co-rider: ___________________________ Date: _________�
� 
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Rally - In – The – Valley 

�
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New Sponsor – new local membership benefits! 
 

Manassas Honda, Kawasaki, and Suzuki has agreed to sponsor our 
Chapter by purchasing the first year GWRRA membership for anyone 
who purchases a new Honda Motorcycle (any model) from them. 
   
 
Buyers of Gold Wings will get an individual membership, and buyers of 
any other motorcycle will get an individual associate membership. 
 
 
The bigger news is that all current members of GWRRA Chapter I can 
show their membership card, and receive a 20% discount on parts, 
apparel, and accessories (service/labor is not included). 
 
 

Visit their store at 9105 Mathis Avenue in Manassas, VA,  
or see their website at www.manassashonda.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 22     Chapter I                  August 2011            The Bull Run News 
 

 

               

      Fauquier County's  largest selection of accessories  and apparel 
                  Summer Hours: Mon-Thu 9a-6p, Fri 9a-7p, Sat 9a-5p 
Winter Hours: Tue-Thu 9a-6p, Fri 9a-7p, Sat 9a-5p ( Closed Monday (JAN & FEB))  

Call us and ask for Larry (General Manager) or Rick 
(Sales Manager). Located in beautiful Warrenton 
Virginia, we are only 30 miles outside of Washington 
D.C. We have 2006 and 2007 HONDA & YAMAHA 
Motorcycles, ATV's, and Scooters in stock. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As we enter our 60th year in 2007 we at Blalock Cycle pledge to give our customers even more of the  
outstanding service for which we are known. Blalock Cycle will continue to be the home of the "Country  
Deal" and lead the way with customer service, a huge selection of YAMAHA and HONDA aftermarket  
accessories, and of course all the innovative motorcycles, all-terrain vehicles, scooters and now, new  

Side by Side vehicles that HONDA and YAMAHA manufacture. 

    

We have an award winning Service Department s taffed by factory trained Technicians,  
and a full line of parts and accessories. 

Browse through our site and let us know how we can help you.   
www.blalockcycle.com  

  

      


